
Course Start 
Course Start is independent learning you need to complete as a 
fundamental part of your introduction to the course. It should take you 
approximately 3 hours to complete. 

Course Name IB SL Maths 

How this Course 
Start fits into the first 
term of the course 

You will need skills and knowledge you gained at GCSE 
for your chosen IB maths course. 

The topics on this Course Start task make up some of 
the content that is common to both the SL Applications 
and Interpretation (AI) and Analysis and Approaches 
(AA) course. 

Knowledge and understanding of these specific topics 
are particularly important in the first term. 

How will my Course 
Start learning be used 
in lessons? 

You will need to use the skills and knowledge which you 
have recalled from completing the Course Start task in 
the first few maths classes of term and at various times 
in the first term of your IB maths course. 

Course Start learning 
objectives 

Recall and practice: 

●​ Coordinate Geometry 

●​ Pythagoras’s Theorem 

●​ Statistics and Probability 

●​ Rearranging Formulae 

Study Skills ●​ Self-evaluation of your level of knowledge and 
understanding 

●​ Using additional resources to aid understanding if 
necessary 

●​ Time management of completing a multistage task 
like this one 

 



Expectations for: ​ IB DP SL Mathematics  
​ (AI and AA) 
 
 

What this course involves 

Recalling, selecting and using mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding. 

Developing a curiosity and enjoyment of mathematics 

Developing logical and creative thinking, as well as patience and persistence in 
problem solving. 

Using technology to explore new ideas and solve problems. 

Communicating mathematics clearly, and working both independently and 
collaboratively. 

By the end of the first term deciding which course (AI or AA) is the best 
programme for you. 

Completing planned study of between 1 and 2 hours per week. 

Completing an Exploration - 20% of the final grade for your mathematics course. 

Preparing for and sitting two 90-minute exams - 80% of the final grade for your 
mathematics course.  

(The structure of these exams is slightly different for the AI and AA courses). 
 

 



 
 

IB SL Maths Course Start 
 

You will need skills and knowledge you gained at GCSE for your chosen IB maths 
course. 
 

The topics below make up some of the content that is common to both the SL 
Applications and Interpretation and Analysis and Approaches courses. 
 

The purpose of this task is to help you retain these skills and knowledge ready for 
the start of term when you will be expected to use some of them straight away. 
 

Instructions 

 

 

• Answer the questions below on lined paper and bring it along to your first 
lesson. 

• You may use a calculator.  
• Give your answers exactly or to the level of accuracy asked for in the 

question.  
• You must show your working out as your teacher will be interested to see how 

you approached and set out your solutions as well as the answers.  
• If you are unsure about any of these topics you could use any of the 

resources you used at GCSE, such as mathsgenie, to help.  
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Pythagoras   
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Statistics and Probability 
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Rearranging Formulae 
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